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Dr. Mukhwana Leads KEBS’ 
Drive for Improved MSMEs
and Quality of Life in Kenya
By Humphrey Odhiambo

As Kenya looks towards a brighter future for its micro, small, and medium enterprises, the Kenya 
Bureau of Standards (KEBS) is taking significant steps to support these businesses and improve 
the quality of life for all citizens. 

Dr. Juma Mukhwana, the new Principal Secretary, State Department of Industry, is a strong advocate for the importance 
of standards in driving innovation and promoting fair competition in commerce. As he takes on his new role, he is 
determined to emphasize the crucial role that standards play in the growth of industry and the development of MSMEs.

“Standards are the cornerstone of innovation,” says Dr. Mukhwana. “They provide a shared platform for industry 
participants to collaborate and bring new technological solutions to the marketplace, and this is particularly important 
for MSMEs.” Dr. Mukhwana believes that MSMEs are key drivers of economic growth and that they need to be supported 
in order to thrive. He recognizes that standards can play a vital role in this process by ensuring that new technologies 
are accessible and usable by all players in the market, regardless of their size.

“Fair and broad-based frameworks are essential for establishing accurate and workable standards,” continues Dr. 
Mukhwana. “These frameworks must be secure so that the integrity of technology adoption and interoperability is 
maintained. Securing the integrity of standards is critical for promoting fair competition and advancing commerce 
globally. This is particularly important for MSMEs, as they are often at a disadvantage in the marketplace, and 
standards can level the playing field for them.” With his commitment to promoting innovation and fair competition, Dr. 
Mukhwana is poised to make a positive impact on the growth and development of MSMEs in Kenya and beyond.

On the other hand, Lt Col (Rtd.) Bernard Njiraini, the Managing Director of  KEBS, confirmed that the organization 
is on track to achieve its mandate of giving Kenya a competitive edge in the global market in terms of trade and 
standardization. He stated that KEBS operates an integrated quality infrastructure that encompasses Standards, 

Standards provide a shared 
platform for industry 
participants to collaborate 
and bring new technological 
solutions to the marketplace, 
and this is particularly 
important for MSMEs.

Dr. Juma Mukhwana, 
Principal Secretary, State Department of Industry, 

Ministry of Investment, Trade and Industry. 
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KEBS operates an integrated quality infrastructure that encompasses Standards, Metrology, and Conformity 
Assessment (SMCA) services. These services promote standardization, provide testing and calibration facilities, 
certify products and systems, and educate businesses on the practical application of standards. With its mandate to 
provide standardization and conformity assessment services, KEBS is a crucial player in improving the quality of life 
for Kenyans. The organization is a member of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and operates 
under the Standards Act (CAP 496) of the laws of Kenya.

In addition to its efforts to support MSMEs, KEBS is also focused on building human resource capacity and upgrading 
its laboratories. The National Standards Council Session Chairman stressed the importance of having a strong and 
dynamic workforce at KEBS to keep up with the ever-evolving world of standardization. The organization has plans 
to upgrade and equip its state-of-the-art laboratories to expand the scope of calibration from 3 to 8, especially in 
regional labs.

With its commitment to supporting MSMEs and improving the quality of life for all citizens, KEBS is poised to play a 
major role in Kenya’s future. By promoting standardization and conformity assessment, KEBS is helping to build a 
brighter, more prosperous future for all Kenyans.

Permanent Secretary Dr. Juma Mukhwana discusses with Managing Director Lt Col (Rtd.) Bernard Njiraini, HOD 
Metrology Josphat Bangi alongside National Standards Council Members: Mr. Gilbert Langat, Ms. Veronica Okoth, 
Mr. Patrick Musila.

KEBS is on track to achieving its goal of giving Kenya a 
competitive edge in the global market in terms of trade 
and standardization.

Metrology, and Conformity Assessment (SMCA) services, which promote standardization, provide testing and 
calibration facilities, certify products and systems, and educate businesses on the practical application of standards.

Furthermore, Njiraini highlighted the organization’s efforts in supporting MSMEs by increasing the number of certified 
products permits for these businesses from 5,829 to 10,000 in just five years. He also shared KEBS’ plans to upgrade and 
equip state-of-the-art laboratories to aid in the implementation of its mandate and increase the scope of calibration 
from 3 to 8, especially in regional labs.         
                                                                                                                               
The Kenyan government, through KEBS, is dedicated to promoting the certification of MSME products and 
implementing the National Standardization Plan. This plan aligns with the government’s agenda and supports MSMEs 
and implementing KEBS’ Strategic Plan and Micro and Small Enterprises (MSE) policy.

KEBS is providing capacity-building opportunities and developing standards for innovative products, with the support 
of the parent ministry and other public and private stakeholders. Lt Col (Rtd.) Njiraini 



4

Special Edition 

Special Edition  |  www.kebs.org

Dr. Juma Mukhwana plants a tree at the Headquarters as a sign of 
commemoration of his visit.

Dr. Juma Mukhwana addresses the National Standards Council Members.

Dr. Juma Mukhwana signs the KEBS 
Headquarters Visitors’ Book.

Jacqueline Kang’iri, HOD Testing, takes Dr. Juma Mukhwana alongside KEBS Managing Director and NSC Session Chair 
through the role of the Testing Services offered by KEBS.
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Dr. Kinyua brings a wealth of experience and expertise 
to this role, and KEBS is confident that he will provide 
strong leadership and guidance as the council works to 

promote national standards and drive economic growth and 
development in Kenya.

As Chairman, Dr. Kinyua is committed to leading the way in setting 
new standards for the nation, and to working with stakeholders 
from across the country to ensure that standards are relevant and 
widely adopted. He recognizes the importance of small and medium 
enterprises in driving economic growth and development and is 
dedicated to providing them with the tools and resources they need to 
adopt standards and comply with them.

Dr. Kinyua also stresses the importance of digital transformation in 
accelerating the economy, and the need to promote digital literacy 
and encourage the adoption of digital technologies among small and 
medium enterprises. He emphasizes the importance of KEBS and its 
stakeholders participating in international standards initiatives, which 
aligns our standards with international best practices and provides 
an opportunity to showcase our expertise and capabilities on a global 
platform.

“I am honored to have been appointed as the Chairman of the National Standards Council at the Kenya Bureau of 
Standards, and I am excited to be here to share my vision for the council and to hear your thoughts and ideas”, 
said Dr. Kinyua. 

“Standards are the foundation of economic growth and consumer protection. They help to ensure that products and 
services are safe and of high quality, and they play a crucial role in promoting innovation and competitiveness. As 
the Chairman of the National Standards Council, I am committed to leading the way in setting new standards for 
our nation and I look forward to working with all of you to drive progress and innovation in our nation’s standards. 
Together, we can achieve a brighter future for Kenya.”

KEBS is committed to supporting Dr. Kinyua and his team in their efforts to promote national standards and drive 
economic growth and development in Kenya. We look forward to working together to make sure that Kenya’s 
standards are the best in the world and that our nation is a leader in economic growth and consumer protection.

KEBS Announces 
Its New NSC Chairman  

The Kenya Bureau of Standards (KEBS) was 
pleased to announce the appointment of 
Dr. Jeremiah Kamau Kinyua as the new 
Chairman of the National Standards Council. 

By Humphrey Odhiambo



6

Special Edition 

Special Edition  |  www.kebs.org

Dr. Jeremiah Kinyua officially takes up his role as National Standards Council Chairman.

Dr. Jeremiah Kinyua addresses the Members of the National Standards Council.
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SN COURSE TARGET GROUP DATES VENUE FEES

Laboratory Quality Management
01

ISO/IEC 17025:2017 
Implementation course

Staff in testing and/or sampling laboratories 
intending to implement or already 
implementing a Laboratory Quality 
Management system based on ISO 17025

18th – 21st April 
2023 Nairobi KES 

69,600.00

02 15th – 18th 
August 2023 Naivasha KES 

69,600.00

03 Internal Quality Auditing 
for ISO/IEC 17025:2017 
Based on ISO 19011:2018

Potential auditors/assessors with basic training 
and experience in the implementation of 
Laboratory Quality Management system based 
on ISO 17025

8th – 12th May 
2023 Mombasa KES 

87,000.00

04 11th – 15th Sept 
2023 Machakos KES 

87,000.00

05
Risk Management for ISO 
17025:2017 based on ISO 
31000:2018

Laboratory staff, risk champions, laboratory 
managers and supervisors

3rd – 5th Oct 
2023 Nakuru KES 

58,600.00

06 Laboratory leadership and 
management

Laboratory quality and technical managers, 
management representatives, heads of 
department

20th – 22nd Nov 
2023 Mombasa KES 

69,600.00

07 Root cause analysis

Staff in testing and/or sampling laboratories 
intending to implement or already 
implementing a Laboratory Quality 
Management system based on ISO 17025

16th – 18th Jan 
2024 Naivasha KES 

58,600.00

Laboratory Technical Courses

08

Method validation and 
evaluation of measurement 
uncertainty for biological 
testing laboratories

Laboratory analyst, lab technicians, laboratory 
managers and supervisors in microbiology and 
molecular biology testing laboratories

22nd – 26th May 
2023 Kisumu KES 

87,000.00

09

Technical training on 
Non-destructive test (NDT) 
method Dye penetrant 
testing

Quality assurance officers/inspectors, 
welders,welding supervisors/inspectors, 
maintenance technicians & engineers and NDT 
lab personnel

22nd – 26th May 
2023 Nairobi KES 

87,000.00

TESTING 
SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT

TRAINING 
CALENDAR
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Note:
• Apply for your training by sending an email to tes@kebs.org
• In-house courses offered either virtually or physically 
• Free webinars available
• Costs are 16% VAT inclusive
• On completion, you will be awarded a certificate
• For the most current revision visit KEBS website www.kebs.org 

For any clarifications, contact Mr. Daniel Omulogoli on +254 20 6948658 or email 
omulogolid@kebs.org or contact Mrs. Tabitha Orwa on +254 20 6948442 or email 

orwat@kebs.org.

SN COURSE TARGET GROUP DATES VENUE FEES

10 Decision rules and 
statements of conformity

Laboratory analysts, technical signatories, 
quality assurance staff, laboratory 
managers & supervisors

13th - 15th June 
2023 Nakuru KES 

69,600.00

11

Technical training on 
chromatographic 
techniques of 
measurement

Laboratory analyst/technicians and 
analytical chemists using or intending to use 
chromatographic equipment

14th – 17th Aug 
2023 Mombasa KES 

69,600.00

12

Method validation and 
evaluation of measurement 
uncertainty for chemical 
testing laboratories

Laboratory analyst, lab technicians, laboratory 
managers and supervisors in chemical testing 
laboratories

18th – 22nd Sept 
2023 Mombasa KES 

87,000.00

13

Method validation and 
evaluation of measurement 
uncertainty for material 
testing laboratories 

Laboratory analyst, lab technicians, laboratory 
managers and supervisors in material testing 
laboratories

16th – 20th Oct 
2023 Nakuru KES 

87,000.00

14 Quality assurance in 
laboratory testing seminar

Analytical Chemists and microbiologists, 
laboratory technicians, internal auditors, 
external auditors/ regulatory authorities, 
quality assurance consultants

6th – 10th Nov 
2023 Mombasa KES 

87,000.00

15 Technical training on 
sampling techniques 

Laboratory analyst, lab technicians, laboratory 
managers, inspection officers and supervisors 
in laboratories carrying out sampling 
associated with subsequent testing

20th – 23rd Feb 
2024 Kisumu KES 

69,600.00

16

General requirements 
for microbiological 
examinations and 
performance testing of 
culture media

Laboratory analyst, lab technicians, laboratory 
managers and supervisors in microbiology 
testing laboratories

19th – 22nd 
March  2024 Eldoret KES 

69,600.00

Laboratory Health & Safety 
SN COURSE TARGET GROUP DATES VENUE FEES

17 Hazardous chemical agent 
management

Testing lab staff, environmental manager, 
safety manager / co-ordinator, occupational 
health practitioner, laboratory manager / 
technician, chemical warehouse manager / 
supervisor

20th – 22nd 
June 2023 Eldoret KES 

58,600.00
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