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Bay Leaf― Specification
Amendment 1: Amendment to Table 3- Heavy metal contaminant limits

[bookmark: _Toc153131040]Foreword
This Kenya Standard has been developed by the Spices, Condiments and Culinary Herbs Technical 
Committee under the guidance of the Standards Projects Committee, and it is in accordance with the 
procedures of the Kenya Bureau of Standards.
Bay leaf as a culinary herb is used for its warm pungent odour and pungent flavour and its slightly bitter and aromatic taste. It is commonly used in European dishes such as lamb and pork in food establishments within the hospitality establishments.
The packaged product is widely used both in the domestic and export market.
During the preparation of this standard, reference was made to the following documents:
Specification — Assorted herbs South Africa Standard.
Specification — Parsley, dried rubbed leaves — UK.
Spices and herbs Specification European Spice Association — Quality minima for herbs and spices.
Product Specification — Bay leaves semi selected — UK Standard.
Codex Stan 193, Codex General Standard for contaminants and toxins in foods.
Bio safety Act No. 2 of 2009.
Acknowledgement is hereby made for assistance derived from these sources.
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Amendment 1: Amendment to Table 3- Heavy metal contaminant limits
· Addition of the column on heavy metal to the table.
Table 3- Heavy Metal Contaminant limits
	SL no.
	Heavy metal
	Maximum Limit
	Test Method

	1
	Lead
	2.5 mg/kg
	KS ISO 6633

	2
	Arsenic
	1.0 mg/kg
	KS ISO 6634
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